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Hence it became a vulgar error among the first
ages, but was riveted so fast in the minds of men,
that nothing could persuade them not to believe it,
viz., that the stars were all the transparent bright
souls of their wise ancestors, who for their virtue
and wisdom were exalted by the immortal powers to
a station of glory, and were made to shine in that
manner for the further enlightening the world, to
whom they had been so beneficent when they were
here; and from hence it came, at last, that all their
great men, and especially their kings, were thus
reverenced and exalted, whether they were good
men or no.

It could not be, but that in process of time, as the
world grew populous, though they had none of the
rare parts and exalted understandings of the antedi-
luvian patriarchs, yet there would be some men of
a more refined genius, and of more capacious souls
than others. Surely the world would not be all
fools, or not all equally and alike so; nor can I doubt
but that while the gross of the people went about
that hairbrained preposterous piece of work which
we call Babel, there were some wiser heads who
though they might not care to oppose themselves to
the popular humour, or perhaps to their resentment,
and did not ridicule and mock the undertaking, yet
looked on it with a different view, and entertained
wiser notions of things, and consequently (when by
the confusions which afterwards happened among
the builders on account of their speech, they were
obliged to give over their work) might take the li-
berty to expostulate with them upon the weakness
of the design, and convince them afterwards that it
was an unlikely impracticable thing: or perhaps
those men had calmly argued that part with them
before, and had, as far as the times would bear it,
declared their sentiments about it; these men would
certainly obtain the character of wise men upon this